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magical age, will take no offence at me for this, at
least till I have further and fully explained myself.
Far be it from us (and sad would be our circum-
stances should I venture) to suggest that any of
our clergy should be conjurers, and deal in magic:
no, no ; plenty of grace, and paucity of brains, I
hope, is our established protection from such a dis-
mal eruption as that would be upon us.

In order therefore to explain myself fully upon
this subject, I must go back to the early ages of the
world, even just where I was before. The Devil,
after the flood, observing the world begin to fill,
and that the people, spreading themselves over it,
began to people it again, and form themselves into
nations and governments; one of his first cares
was to debauch their principles as to religion, to
dictate false notions of homage and worship to them,
and, in a word, to introduce idolatry.

As he knew perfectly well the end he aimed at,
so he was not at a loss to find out the means. It
would be too long a story to tell you in what man-
ner he found out gods for them to worship, and how
he canonized their heroes for them. The tale of
Ninus or Nimrod appearing to the wise men in a
flame of fire, and telling them he was going just
then up into heaven, from whence he would always
shine upon them in the shape of a star, and that
they should build a temple to the glory of his me-
mory ; that he should be called Baal or Bell, which
is as much as to say, a great god, and that he would
be always ready to help them against their enemies,
as he was to fight for them while he was alive ;

I say, this tale, suppose it but a tale, was not at
all unlikely to take with the people, who had the
memory of their dead hero-king fresh in their
thought, and who were ready to idolize the very
empty sound of his name. Suppose the wise men, as
they called them, only feigned or forged this story.